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Construction update: new projects 
are changing Doraville’s cityscape 

Construction is underway for the Serta Simmons Bedding corporate headquarters (larger 
photo) at Assembly; Carver Hills residential neighborhood is beginning to take shape (top 
inset); the new Metro City Bank on Buford Highway (lower inset) is now open for business. 

Long-awaited construction is booming in 
Doraville…IF you know where to look. 
While projects in nearby Chamblee and 
Brookhaven are more visible along  
Peachtree Industrial Blvd. (PIB), progress 
is indeed being made on structures around 
Doraville. 

Metro City Bank’s new 33,000 square-
foot office building, on Buford Highway 
at McClave Drive, is completed. It will 
serve as the bank’s main banking office, 
housing Metro City’s corporate and ad-
ministrative offices including loan opera-
tions, deposit operations, accounting, 
compliance and human resources. As part 
of the bank’s agreement with Doraville, 
the project included a redesign of the 
McClave entrance to Northwoods. 

Phase 1 of the new Carver Hills develop-
ment, bordered by PIB and I-285, is rising 
rapidly on its 36.5-acre site that will fea-
ture a mix of townhomes and single-
family homes varying in size from 2,500-

3,500 square feet. Being built in four 
phases over the next five years, the 
Century Communities project will con-
sist of 196 three-story townhomes and 
51 two-story single-family homes. 
Price point for each property will run 
from the high $300,00s for the town-
homes and mid-to-high $400,000s for 
the single-family homes. 

The new corporate headquarters for 
Serta Simmons Bedding, LLC (SSB) 
has begun to rise on the Assembly site, 
adjacent to Third Rail Studios. The 
approximately 210,000 square-foot 
facility will span five acres and feature 
an Innovation Center and multi-brand 
showrooms. SSB is the largest distribu-
tor and manufacturer of mattresses in 
the U.S. According to SSB officials, the 
project is on track and expected to be 
completed by first quarter of 2019. 

And more are on the way...so stay 
tuned as details become available! 

Spring is just around the 

corner, a time when many 
homeowners turn their 
attention from winter’s 
“cabin fever” to landscap-
ing or “residential rehab” 

projects. A building application permit 
is often ground zero for any project 
beyond simple ones that do not require 
permit authorization such as swapping 
out windows, house painting, pruning 
trees (less than eight inches in caliper) 
or bushes.   

Once the decision has been made to 
start a project, the first step is to check 
with city hall to see if a permit is need-
ed. Like every other city or municipali-
ty, Doraville requires permits to do the 
work to ensure compliance with zoning 
and building code requirements to 
avoid safety issues, potential damage to 
property,  diminished property values, 
erosion or storm water problems or a 
multitude of other infractions. 

“If someone is planning a project, the 
first thing they should do is check with 
the permitting staff at city hall,” says 
Enrique Bascuñana, director of com-
munity development. “Ideally, the ap-
plicant comes into city hall to verify 
zoning and permitting requirements, 
fills out the corresponding permit appli-
cation and pays the appropriate fee to 
get the ball rolling.” When filling out 
the application, Bascuñana stresses that 
the applicant provide as much detail 
about the project as necessary up front 
to avoid problems later on.  

If the project includes a home expan-
sion or installing a fence for instance, 
he or a staff member will confirm ap-
plicable building setbacks and/or fence 
height restrictions and visit the site to 
check for any other potential pitfalls or 

Permits ensure “res-
idential rehab” pro-
jects done correctly 
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By Doraville Mayor Donna Pittman 

Insight is published quarterly for the citizens of Doraville.  We appreciate and welcome 
your input. Please contact Bob Kelley, Doraville Public Information Officer, email: rob-
ert.kelley@doravillega.us.  

I look forward to an exciting year for our city in 2018!  A new year always gives us 
pause for reflection, so let’s look at some vital projects that we accomplished in 2017: 

Construction began on the “new” Carver Hills subdivision, bringing new upscale resi-
dential homes to the city. Flowers Park underwent a $1 million renovation that provided 
a complete makeover for the park and much-need enhancements to our storm water infra-
structure. For Arbor Day, the city planted 40 new trees along Winters Chapel Road 

New signs were placed at entrance points in the city to professionally greet visitors. Mat-
tress giant Serta Simmons Bedding began construction of their new corporate headquar-
ters complex at Assembly. New traffic calming projects were installed along Oakcliff 
Road to improve safety for drivers and pedestrians.  

And there’s more! Plans were announced for a new elementary school along New 
Peachtree Road and Tapestry Public Charter School in Northwoods was dedicated. The 
Doraville Police Department and local food bank, I Care Atlanta, took items donated by 
residents to hurricane-stricken areas in Texas and Florida. The first-ever Celebrate the 
Season festivities ushered in the holidays with a two-day event featuring the lighting of 
the Mayor’s Christmas tree, a holiday laser show, crafts, a Mustang car show, Santa’s 
workshop in the Doraville City Library, live music and performers. 

I want to personally thank City Manager Regina Williams-Gates, our City Council, busi-
nesses and residents for putting their support behind all of these projects.  As we look 
forward to 2018, I know more exciting projects will become a reality, making Doraville 
an even greater and more inviting place to live, work and play! 

¡Espero con ansias un año emocionante para nuestra ciudad en el 2018!  Un año nuevo 
siempre nos da una pausa para reflejar, así que echemos un vistazo a algunos proyectos 
vitales que hemos logrado en el 2017: 

Comenzaron la construcción en la "nueva" subdivisión de Carver Hills, trayendo nuevas 
casas residenciales de lujo a la ciudad. Flowers Park experimentó una renovación de $1 
millón que proporcionó un cambio de imagen completo para el parque y mejoras que eran 
muy necesitadas a nuestra infraestructura de aguas pluviales. Para el día del árbol, la ciu-
dad plantó 40 nuevos árboles a lo largo de Winters Chapel Road.   

Se colocaron nuevos letreros en los puntos de entrada de la ciudad para recibir a los visi-
tantes de una forma profesional.  El gigante de colchones Serta Simmons Bedding comen-
zó construcción de su nuevo complejo de sede corporativa en Assembly.  Se instalaron 
nuevos proyectos para atenuar el trafico a lo largo de Oakcliff Road para mejorar la se-
guridad de los conductores y peatones. 

¡Y hay más! Se anunciaron planes para una nueva escuela primaria a lo largo de New 
Peachtree Road y la escuela pública chárter Tapestry localizada en Northwoods fue dedi-
cada.  El Departamento de Policía de Doraville y el banco local de alimentos, I Care At-
lanta, llevaron artículos donados por residentes a zonas afectadas por los huracanes en 
Texas y Florida.  Las primeras festividades de Celebra la Temporada marcaron el comien-
zo de las festividades navideñas con un evento de dos días incluyendo la iluminación del 
árbol de Navidad del Alcalde, un espectáculo de láser, artesanías, un show de coches 
Mustang, el taller de Santa Claus en la biblioteca de la ciudad de Doraville, música en 
vivo y artistas. 

Quiero agradecer personalmente al Gerente de la Ciudad, Regina Williams-Gates, nuestro 
Concejo Municipal, negocios y residentes por apoyar todos estos proyectos.  A medida 
que esperamos el 2018, sé que más proyectos emocionantes se convertirán en una reali-
dad, haciendo de Doraville un lugar aún mejor y más acogedor para vivir, trabajar y ju-
gar! 

 Voter Registra-
tion is underway 
in DeKalb Coun-
ty.  Please encour-
age city residents 
to register to vote 
by the deadline of 

April 24.  For more information 
contact the county at:  
www.dekalbcountyga.gov/voter-
registration-elections or email 
them at 
voterreg@dekalbcountyga.gov. 

 

Renewal of Busi-
ness License Tax 
Certificates are 
due by March 31 
for all continuing 
and new businesses 
in Doraville.   

 
 

The Peachtree 
Pavilion will host 
a new health facili-
ty on one of its 
out-parcels of 

land.  Fresenius Kidney Care is 
being built at 6035 Peachtree 
Road.  This facility consists of a 
single-story building that will pro-
vide renal dialysis services. 

 
 

Congratula-
tions are in 
order for Do-

raville Police Chief John King.  As 
many know, Chief King continues 
to serve our country as an active 
member of the United States Army 
National Guard.  Chief King will 
be promoted from a Brigadier Gen-
eral to Major General and will 
work on disaster support to local 
communities as a traditional mem-
ber of the National Guard. 

 

http://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/voter-registration-elections
http://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/voter-registration-elections
mailto:voterreg@dekalbcountyga.gov
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City Hall (770) 451-8745 
Police Dept.  (770) 455-1000 
Emergency 911 
Code Compliance (678) 530-
2006 
Jail (770) 455-1716 
Fire Dept. 911 
Parks/Recreation Dept. 
(770) 936-3850 
Library (770) 936-3852 
Public Works (770) 936-3855 
Courthouse  (770) 455-1001 

By Regina Williams-Gates 

Doraville City Manager 

Welcome to the 

Winter 2018 edition 
of Insight.  I want to 
thank the Mayor and 
City Council for the 
confidence they have 
placed in me by ap-
pointing me to the permanent position of 
City Manager.  To the residents and 
businesses in Doraville, please know that 
I am here to serve the city and I am com-
mitted to quality public services.  I look 
forward to continuing to work with eve-
ryone. 

One of Doraville’s goals and my person-
al aspiration is to make “city hall” (all 
city services) more open and easily ac-
cessible to residents and businesses.  In 
that regard, please sign up to receive 
updates and quick news messages from 
the city by subscribing to our online 
mailer.   

This communication tool will be very 
helpful for us to send information direct-
ly out to you during inclement weather, 
as well as notices of meetings and 
events, policy changes and other an-
nouncements.  I know we all get flooded 
with emails, but we promise these emails 
will be informative, undemanding and 
quick to read. We can only send to you if 
you sign up at 
www.doravillega.us/residents/index.php.  
If for any reason you later decide that 
you don’t want to continue to receive the 
emails, you can simply unsubscribe; but 
we hope that will not be the case. 

Doraville is a great city and I am hon-
ored and feel very blessed to be here. 

 

Bienvenidos a la edición de Invierno 
2018 de Insight. Quiero agradecer al 
Alcalde y al Concejo Municipal la confi-
anza que me han depositado al es-
cogerme para el puesto permanente de 
Administrador de la Ciudad. Para los 
residentes y negocios en Doraville, se-
pan que estoy aquí para servir a la ciu-
dad y estoy comprometida con los ser-
vicios públicos de calidad. Espero con-
tinuar trabajando con todos. 

(Continued on Page 4) 

Following last fall’s elections here is the current slate of Doraville City Council 
members: (l-r) Pam Fleming, Joseph Geierman, MD Naser, Mayor Donna Pittman, 
Robert Patrick, Shannon Hillard and Stephe Koontz.  

2018 agenda for council members includes 
wide variety of city improvement projects   
Now settled in after the Novem-
ber, 2017 council elections, Do-
raville Mayor Donna Pittman and 
City Council members are com-
mitted to ensuring the city con-
tinues to advance. This entails 
simultaneously working on ma-
jor development projects and 
paying attention to the everyday 
things that will make Doraville 
an even better place to live.   

New to the City Council are Jo-
seph Geierman, District 2 and 
Stephe Koontz, District 3 and 
returning for his second full term 
of office is Robert Patrick, Dis-
trict 1.  They join Mayor Donna 
Pittman and Councilmembers 
Pam Fleming, District 1, MD 
Naser, District 2 and Shannon 
Hillard, District 3. 

Among some of the projects that 
will require the attention of the 
elected officials and the city ad-
ministration are developing and 
approving the 2018-19 budget—
which will, for the first time, in-
clude receipt of Special Purpose 
Local Option Sales Tax 
(SPLOST) funds to be used for 
capital infrastructure projects; 
initiating or continuing the im-
plementation of several plans 

such as the Buford Highway Livable 
Communities Initiative (LCI), the 
Parks Master Plan, traffic calming 
projects, and the Downtown Do-
raville Redevelopment Plan; and 
continuing the implementation of the 
comprehensive plan, to name a few.  

Attention will also be given to re-
viewing city initiated zoning amend-
ments for better land uses, streamlin-
ing permit processes and increasing 
accessibility to city services.  In up-
coming issues of Insight, readers 
will hear more about these efforts. 
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3748 Park Avenue       
(770) 936-3852 

 

 

February   

Saturday Teen Zone  (9-14 yrs) – 
Learn how to make fun and 
healthy snacks. February 17  2-
4:00 p.m. 

Adult Coloring – It’s not just for 
kids anymore! (ages 18+) – Come 
to the library for a relaxing after-
noon of coloring. We have a won-
derful variety of coloring books to 
choose from.  See why these beau-
tiful and intricate designs are all 
the rage. Materials and light re-
freshments will be served. No reg-
istration required. February 22   2-
4:00 p.m. 

March  

American Short Stories Discus-
sion Group (ages 18+) – Why not 
join our monthly book club? Each 
month we read a short story taken 
from classic American literature. 
The group meets the second Saturday 
of each month. Coffee and refresh-
ments will be served. The selection 
for March is Big Black Good Man by 
Richard Wright. Copies are available 
at the circulation desk.  No registra-
tion required. March 10  10:30–11:30 
a.m. 

Senior Bingo (ages 55+) – Grab a 
friend and come to the library to play 
a few rounds of Bingo. Prizes will be 
awarded. No registration required. 
March 15   2:00–3:00 p.m.  

Teen Zone -Scrabble Saturday (9-
14yrs) – Ready to challenge your 
mind? Come to the library to play the 
classic word game Scrabble. All game 
boards will be provided. March 17  2-
4:00 p.m. 

Adult Coloring – It’s not just for kids 
anymore! (ages 18+) – Come to the 
library for a relaxing afternoon of 
coloring. We have a wonderful variety 
of coloring books to choose from.  
See why these beautiful and intricate 
designs are all the rage. Materials and 
light refreshments will be served. No 
registration required.  March 22     2-
4:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 

(Continued from Page 3) 

Art in the Afternoon (ages 8-14)-- Look-
ing for something to do during Spring 
Break? Join us for an afternoon of creativi-
ty. Create beautiful works of art by paint-
ing, drawing, or sculpting. All materials 
will be provided. April 5, 2-4:00 p.m. 

Senior Bingo (ages 55+) – Grab a friend 
and come to the library to play a few rounds 
of Bingo. Prizes will be awarded. April 12, 
2-3:00 p.m. 

 
Uno de los objetivos de Doraville y mi aspiración personal es hacer que el 
"ayuntamiento" (todos los servicios de la ciudad) sea más abierto y de fácil acceso para 
los residentes y las empresas. En ese sentido, regístrese para recibir actualizaciones y 
mensajes de noticias rápidos de la ciudad suscribiéndose a nuestro correo en línea.  

Esta herramienta de comunicación será muy útil para que le enviemos información direc-
tamente durante las inclemencias del tiempo, así como avisos de reuniones y eventos, 
cambios de política y otros anuncios. Sé que todos nos inundamos de correos elec-
trónicos, pero prometemos que estos correos electrónicos serán informativos, poco exi-
gentes y rápidos de leer. Solo podemos enviarte un mensaje si te registras en 
www.doravillega.us/residents/index.php. Si por alguna razón más tarde decide que no 
desea continuar recibiendo los correos electrónicos, simplemente puede darse de baja; 
pero esperamos que no sea el caso. 
 
Doraville es una gran ciudad y me siento honrada y bendecida de estar aquí. 

American Short Stories Discussion 
Group (ages 18+)—Why not join our 
monthly book club? Each month we 
read a short story taken from classic 
American literature. The group meets 
the second Saturday of each month. 
Coffee and refreshments will be 
served. The selection for April is poet-
ry by Phillis Wheatley. Copies are 
available at the circulation desk. April 
14, 10:30-11:30 a.m. 
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(February is traditionally celebrated 
as American Heart Month and the 
following story from the American 
Heart Association provides some 
timely advice that could save your 
life!) 

The number of Americans at risk for 
heart attacks and strokes just got a 
lot higher. An estimated 103 million 
U.S. adults have high blood pres-
sure, according to new statistics 
from the American Heart Associa-
tion. That’s nearly half of all adults 
in the United States. 

“With the aging of the population 
and increased life expectancy, the 
prevalence of high blood pressure is 
expected to continue to increase,” 
said epidemiologist Dr. Paul Munt-

ner, co-chair of the group that wrote 
the AHA’s Heart Disease and 
Stroke Statistics—2018 Update, 
published recently in Circulation. 

The death rate from high blood pres-
sure increased by nearly 11 percent in 
the United States between 2005 and 
2015, and the actual number of 
deaths rose by almost 38 percent — 
up to nearly 79,000 by 2015, accord-
ing to the statistics. Worldwide, high 
blood pressure affects nearly a third 
of the adult population and is the 
most common cause of cardiovascu-
lar disease-related deaths, said Munt-
ner, a professor and vice chair in the 
Department of Epidemiology at the 
University of Alabama at Birming-
ham. 

Guidelines published last Novem-
ber redefined high blood pressure, 
also known as hypertension, as a 
reading of 130 on top or 80 on the 
bottom. The standard used to be 
140 over 90. The percentage of 
U.S. adults with high blood pres-
sure jumped from 32 percent un-
der the old definition to nearly 46 
percent. 

“Before this guideline, if your 
blood pressure was at 130, you 
weren’t supposed to do anything,” 
said cardiologist Dr. Kenneth 
Jamerson, an author of the high 
blood pressure guidelines. 

“With the new [high blood pres-
sure] guideline, we’re having pa-
tients do something about it,” he 
said. For his patients, that includes 
30 minutes of physical activity 
five days a week and the DASH 
diet, plus medication if the patient 
has additional heart disease risk 
factors, Jamerson said. 

According to the statistics, only 
about one in five Americans gets 
enough exercise and poor eating 
habits contributed to 45 percent of 
U.S. deaths in 2012 from heart 
disease, stroke and Type 2 diabe-
tes.  

Overall, cardiovascular diseases 
remain the leading cause of death 
in the world, claiming nearly 18 
million lives in 2015. In the Unit-
ed States, heart disease is the No. 
1 cause of death and stroke is No. 
5.  

The latest statistics show progress 
is being made, said Dr. Emelia 
Benjamin, who led the group that 
wrote the statistics report. 

“We’ve made incredible inroads 
in cardiovascular disease,” said 
Benjamin, a professor of cardiolo-
gy at Boston University’s School 
of Public Health. “There’s a real 
focus on improving health by 
adopting a healthy lifestyle, not 
just waiting to develop disease 
before one focuses on risk fac-
tors.” 

Timely advice in recognition of American Heart Month 

http://www.heart.org/HEARTORG/Conditions/My-Life-Check---Lifes-Simple-7_UCM_471453_Article.jsp
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In January, Luke Howe, Direc-
tor of Economic Development, 
and Mayor Donna Pittman 
hosted a meeting of the DeKalb 
Council for Quality Growth. 
They made presentations to 
county business and govern-
ment officials about Doraville’s 
plans for growth and gave an 
overview of the city’s latest 
commercial business endeavors.  

 

Representing the Doraville Senior 
Citizens, Ronnie Coggins, left and 
his wife, Mary, right, present 
books gathered by the Seniors dur-
ing a holiday book drive to Stepha-
nie Johnson, center, who heads the 
media center at Cary Reynolds 
Elementary School.  

Attendance was brisk at last fall’s 
Friends of the Doraville Library 
(FODL) book sale that raises 
funds for FODL projects. 

Record crowds turned out for this year’s annual Tea Walk for solidarity spon-
sored by  the Center for Pan Asian Community Services (CPACS) as they 
marched down Buford Highway through Doraville. 
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Christmas and the holidays arrived in Doraville 

in style on December 1-2, 2017 with the all-new 
Celebrate the Season festival. From Santa, 
s’mores and live entertainment to a car show, mu-
sic, a laser show, crafts and much more, residents 
were offered a variety of activities.  Thanks to all 
who attended and participated! 



 

The City Manager, Mayor and City 
Council are there to serve all citizens.  
Keep the list below handy to contact 
these city government staff members: 
 
City Manager Regina Williams-Gates 
regina.gates@doravillega.us 
Mayor Donna Pittman 
donna.pittman@doravillega.us 
 
Council District 1 
Pam Fleming 
pam.fleming@doravillega.us 
Robert Patrick 
robert.patrick@doravillega.us 
 
Council District 2 
Joseph Geierman 
joseph.geierman@doravillega.us 
Md A. Naser 
md.naser@doravillega.us 
 
Council District 3 
Shannon Hillard 
shannon.hillard@doravillega.us 
Stephe Koontz 
stephe.koontz@doravillega.us 

Your City Leaders... 
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3725 Park Avenue 

Doraville, GA 30340 

answer further questions.  “The permit 
documents what work is being done so 
that we can go check on the job and 
make sure the work is following what 
was outlined on the permit application,” 
he adds. Once a job is completed, follow
-up inspections are done to ensure the 
job has been done properly and followed 
all of the necessary requirements. 

In a perfect world, city staff tries to issue 
the permit in a two-week time frame. 
Sometimes, a backlog of applications, 
inclement weather, limited staff, or a 
number of other roadblocks can affect 
the issuance timeline, but efforts are 
always made to expedite the process. 
Plans are currently being made to 
streamline the permitting process and 
produce more effective guidelines to get 
permits issued in a more timely manner.  

Any work that is subcontracted on a 
project is required to be done by Georgia
-licensed contractors. This protects the 
homeowner by preventing work being 
done by fly-by-night contractors who 
may do unsafe work. Licensed contrac-
tors are usually familiar with zoning and 
code restrictions that, if not followed 
properly, could result in added expense 
or even fines for the homeowner. 

A single project may 
involve more than one 
permit. For instance, if 
a swimming pool is 
being installed, this 
could require permits 
for land disturbance, 
tree removal, fencing 

requirements, zoning restrictions and 
plumbing. If a pool house was includ-
ed, there could be additional permits for 
electrical work as well.  

The permits most often issued include:  
fence permits; patio covers; balcony or 
concrete patio; retaining wall; shed or 
storage building; swimming pool; trade 
permit—electronic, plumbing, or me-
chanical; tree service permit; residential 
driveway or parking pad; residential 
garage or carport building; deck; and 
structural roof repair.   

Why so many permits and such scruti-
ny in the permitting process? There are 
many underlying or related aspects to 
any project that some homeowners do 
not take into consideration. “For exam-
ple,  tree removal for a driveway expan-
sion,” says Bascuñana. “We have to 
look at where the tree is on the proper-
ty, the type of tree being removed, spe-

cies, size, etc. to ensure compliance 
with the tree ordinance.  Residents are 
very proud of the tree canopy found 
throughout the city. If we find that a tree 
is perfectly healthy, we see if we can 
work out an alternative design in terms 
of the initial removal plan. The home-
owner may be required to plant new 
trees to replace the one removed or pay 
into the city’s ‘tree bank’ to help pay for 
future tree plantings. 

“When adding a driveway or fence, we 
look at setback, where city right-of-
ways are or sight limitations when pull-
ing out of the driveway (to protect the 
driver and pedestrians). Soil erosion or 
storm water requirements need to be 
taken into consideration when there is 
any land disturbance as well. The aver-
age home owner, as a rule, does not 
consider a small project’s far reaching 
implications. That’s okay, that’s what 
we’re here for!” 

Permit or residential rehab questions 
can be directed to: Enrique Bascuñana, 
enrique.bascunana@doravillega.us; 
James Hicks (for permits and inspec-
tions) permits@doravillega.us; or Chris 
LaFleur (tree inquiries) 
chris.lafleur@doravillega.us.     
  

    

Building permits are important tool for home rehab projects (Continued from Page 1) 

mailto:enrique.bascunana@doravillega.us
mailto:permits@doravillega.us

